
Shared Resource: Iowa 
Child Health Connections

Collaborative Peer-to-Peer Exchange

Wednesday, June 15, 2016

Richmond, VA

Peggy L. Swails, MSW, LMSW, Program Manager



Collaboration 
O August 2014 - CHSC was awarded a two-year Health 

Resources and Services Administration (HRSA) state 

implementation grant, Improving Services for Iowa’s 

Young Children with Autism Spectrum Disorder and Other 

Developmental Disabilities (HRSA-13-207). 

O To maximize the use of this funding, CHSC collaborated 

with partners from the Iowa Department of Public 

Health’s (IDPH) HRSA systems implementation grant, 

Enhancing a System of Care for Iowa’s Children and 

Youth with Special Health Care Needs (HRSA-14-030). 

O Goal: To develop a robust statewide resource for CYSHCN, 

their families, and providers who care for them.



O Iowa Child Health Connections (ICHC) site went 
“live” in March 2016

O This dynamic website provides comprehensive 
information for families and providers including 
diagnosis information, tips on working with schools 
and educators, and a searchable resource 
database with over 2,000 resources and services 
available to Iowa families. 

http://www.iowachildhealthconnections.com/

http://www.iowachildhealthconnections.com/












Future Developments

O Further enhancements are in development, 
including a YouTubeTM channel to broadcast 
recorded trainings for families, self-advocates, 
and providers. 

O YouTubeTM channel will also allow families to 
share their experiences (e.g. the use of Family 
Navigators). 

O Team members from both projects, including 
family advisors, will continue to meet regularly to 
develop, review, and update the content for this 
ICHC site.



Sustainability

O Use of Blended funds : 

O Title V 

O State of Iowa (Iowa Department of Education, Iowa 

Department of Public Health)

O Potential funds from federal grants and other state 

contracts 



Social Media

Iowa Regional 

Autism Assistance 
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Program
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Thank you!

Peggy L. Swails, MSW, LMSW

peggy-swails@uiowa.edu
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